BIBLIOTHECA AUSTRALIANA # 22

JOHN MEARES

VOYAGES MADE
IN THE YEARS 1783 AND 17389
FROM CHINA TO
THE NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA

N.ISRAEL / AMSTERDAM
DA CAPO PRESS / NEW YORK




NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

\'% @) Y A G E

OF THE
IPHIGENIA, CAP™ DOUGLAS,
FROM

SAMBOINGAN, TO THE NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

CHAP XXVIL

The FELICE departs from Samboingan.—The [ubfequent Conduét of the Go-
wvernor to Captain Douglas.—Part of the Crew confined, and the Ship de-
tained by bis Orders—His unwarrantable Conduél.~The IPHIGENIA
Jails from Samboingan.— Arrives off @ finall Ifland, now named Fobiftone's
Hfland.—Communication with the Natives, and a Defcription of them.—
Tawnee, a Sandwich Iflander, on board the 1PHIGEN1A, falls fick and dies.
Sicknefs of the Crew.—Pafs through the Pelew Iflands.—Communication
with the Natives.— An affecting Circumflance, unknown to Captain Douglas.

N the narrative of the former voyage it has been related, that on the
12th of February the Felice left the Iphigenia at Samboingan, pre-
paring to take on board her fore-maft, and then to proceed on her voy-
age.—The caufcs which occafioned the feparation of the two thips have
aiready been mentioned ; and the orders delivered to Captain Douglas

on the occafion, are inferted in the Appendix. The following pages,
therefore, contain the voyage of the Iphigenia after fhe was left by her

confort,
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NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA.

On the 1ft of March the Iphigenia had made a very inconfiderable ‘pro-
grefs on her voyage. She had been retarded by light and variable winds ;
while the numerous iflands which fhe hourly faw and approached, made
the navigation not only difficult but tedious, as fhe was obliged to proceed
with the utmoft care and precaution.

On the 2d of March, fhe fell in with a very dangerous reef of rocks,
which extend Eaft and Weft nearly ten miles. -Thefe rocks bear no
place on any of the charts we had in our pofleffion, and are out of the
water about the fize of a thip’s hull. The centre of them lies in the
latitude of 4> 10" North, and longitude, by feveral lunar obfervations,
of 126° 39’ Eaft of Greenwich. In the pofition which the thip occupied,
there was a ftrong current fetting to the South Eaft.

They continued their courfe amidft this archipelago of rocky iflets
till the 6th ; when at noon of that day, the latitude was 3° 45" North,

and the longitude 129° % Eaft. The variation of the compafs was
2° 15 Weft.

As they were proceeding to the Northward and Eaftward on the
gth of March, a {mall ifland appeared bearing Eaft half North, at the
diftance of about ten or twelve leagues. They continued fteering up
with it till nine at night, when obferving a great number of lights on
the fhore, Captain Douglas imagined that they were kept burning in
order to induce the thip to ftop. Ateleven o’clock, it being confidered
as hazardous to run during the night, which was very dark, the fhip
was hove to, but no foundings could be obtained with fifty fathoms
of line.—At break of day on the ioth, they made fail to clofe in with
the land, when feveral canoes were feen approaching. They therefore

again hove to, in order to permit the natives of the ifland to come on

Oo2 board,—
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board.—For fome time they kept at a certain diftance, holding up
cocoa-nuts in their hands ; but they no fooner faw the hatchets which
were expofed to their view in return, than the Iphigenia was favoured
with an immediate vifit. From the whole of their condu&, it very
evidently appeared that they had never before beheld fuch an ob-
je€ as that which now engroffed all their regard, as it called forth their
utmoft aftonithment; and from the very great indifference with which
they promifcuoufly received every thing that was offered to them, it
feemed as if the fhip alone was the objet of their attention.

It was intended that the Iphigenia fhould remain off this ifland for
a day, in order to get a {upply of water, of which they were informed
by the natives there was great abundance. In the afternoon the canoes
returncd with more cocoa-nuts and taro-root, and the inhabitants feemed
to have learned, fince their laft vifit, the value of iron; as they now
would take nothing but Owafbee, Owaflce, which is their word for that
metal. ‘They were entire ftrangers to fire-arms ; for on-one of them ex-
prefling a with to have a piftol, Captain Douglas difcharged it ; —which
alarmed him to fuch a degree, that when it was held towards him, he
kifled the barrel, but could not be perfuaded to lay hold of it.

This ifland, which was now named Johnftone’s Ifland, lies in the la-
titude of 3° 11" North, and in the onlgitude of 131° 12’ Eaft. It confifts
of low land covered with verdure, and cocoa-trees, andis about a league
in circumference. One tree in particular rifes above the reft, and ap-
pears at a diftance like a fhip under fail.—What the ifland produces, be-
fides cocoa-nuts and the taro-root, was not difcovered, as the inhabitants
brought nothing to barter but thofe articles.—The natives did not ap.
pear to exceed the number of two hundred, and are a ftout, robuft
people. Their canoes, which held twelve or fourteen of them, were

exaltly
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exaltly the fame as thofe of the Sandwich Hlands; and the people not
only difplayed the fame a&ivity in the water as the Sandwich Iflanders,
but made ufe of feveral expreflions which Tianna readily underftood.
A fine breeze {pringing up, Captain Douglas gave up his defign of taking
in water at this ifland, and continued his courfe to the Eaftward. |

The Iphigenia proceeded in her voyage with very little variation of
weather, till the 16th; when Tawnee, a Sandwich Iflander, from his
watchful care and anxiety during Tianna’s illuefs, was now fick himfelf.
Several of the crew were al{o in the fame fituation ; and the firft officer,
who had been ill upwards of a month, was not yet recovered ; and therc
was every reafon to fear a general ficknefs throughout the fhip. Tianna
was now entirely recovered, and owed the re-eftablithment of his health
£

to the Peruvian bark, which operated almoft miraculoufly upon the chief
of Atooi. ‘The latitude from obfervation was 2° o' North, and the longi-

tude 136° 48" Eaft.

The poor amiable iflander at length baffled all the care which was be-
ftowed upon him.—A continual bleeding at the nofe was the firft fymp-
tom ; and when that ftopped, a fever fucceeded, which feemed for fome
fhort time to yield to the bark; but the diforder at length triumphed,
and Tawnee was the vi¢tim. About onc o’clock, on the 23d, he quitted
this world, and was configned, with the regret of every one on board,

to a watery grave.

From a continuance of light and variable winds, with occafional calms,

the Iphigenia advanced but very flowly on her voyage: It was therefore
determined on the 28th, particularly as the ficknefs on board feemed ra-
ther to incrcafe, to take every advantage of getting to the Northward.
The thip was therefore put on the other tack, and though fhe did not

make
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